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ELEGY
on a theme by Jean Sibelius
for solo cello and chamber orchestra

by
Jackie T. Gabel
duration: ca. 13 min.

flute 1 & 2: flute in C

oboe 1: oboe
clarinet 1 & 2: clarinet inBj,
trumpet 1: trumpetinB,
horn1& 2: hornin F
percussion: (one performer)
2 timpani (F-C 28", B, 25"); marimba (A,-C5);

vibraphone; large suspended cymbal;
orchestra bells; wind chimes (small tubular)

violin 1: 2-12
violin 2: 2-10
viola: 2-8
cello: 2-6
contrabass: 1-4

Elegy is a work in memory of the composer's father, it is an elegy in the classical
sense. It includes two borrowed melodies: a lyric theme from Sibelius' second
symphony, and a popular song, the composer remembers that his father used to

sing to his sisters at bedtime.
Structurally the work is a mosaic of metered and un-metered blocks. Clock-

time orientation is provided as a rehearsal aid only - temporal proportioning
is ultimately an expression of the performers' artistry.

prologue

Elegy

Hands can say a lot,
can speak through simple things:
wood, cotton and cloth
can give a certain comfort.

I can say my dad
was a man of big hands. ..
all he took and all he gave

was with big hands.
in memorium

Jacob Gabel
(1911-1988)
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